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 Hongkong Democracy Activist bailed | Agnes Chow. 
 

 Hong Kong’s pro-democracy activist Agnes Chow has been released from 
prison after six months. 

 Agnes, a 24-year-old youth leader, and activist was arrested in August 2019 
for inciting people to an unauthorized gathering outside the Hong Kong 
Police Headquarters. 

 On today, she was released from the Tai Lam Center for Women, Hong 
Kong’s safest women’s prison. 

 Agnes has been active in political activities since the age of just 16. 
 He gained a lot of fame due to his vigorous participation as a student 

leader in the famous umbrella movement of Hong Kong. 
 Let us tell you that in the last few years, China’s interference in Hong Kong 

has increased, due to which anti-government activity by the people of Hong 
Kong has also intensified. 

 In 1997, the British returned Hong Kong to China as a special administrative 
region with certain conditions.  

 In return, China gave a guarantee to the British that it would provide 
administrative and economic independence to Hong Kong for the next 50 
years. 

 G7 Summit | Carbis Declaration 
 

 The group leaders of the G7 rich countries are expected to sign the Carbis 
bay declaration. 

 It is a historical global health declaration aimed at preventing future 
pandemics. 
According to the UK, the G7 countries will commit to the prevention of the 
pandemic by using all their resources.  

 Under the Carbis Bay declaration, the UK will set up a new center to 
develop vaccines to prevent zoonotic diseases that can be transmitted from 
animals to humans. 

 The UK’s Chief Science Advisor and an American philanthropist Melinda 
French Gates has offered her 100-day mission to work toward the time it 
takes to develop vaccine treatments and diagnoses. 
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 There has been a report titled 100 Days Mission to Respond to Future 
pandemic threats. 

 According to British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, the world has developed 
and manufactured covid 19 vaccines in a better place. 

 The G7 Summit 2021 is being chaired by the UK. 
 

 44th Meeting of the GST Council 
 

 In the 44th meeting of the GST Council, Union Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman has announced a cut in the tax rate on essential products related 
to Covid 19. 

 The GST has been waived on two drugs of Covid 19 and Black Fungus, 
Tocilizumab and Amphotericin B. 

 The tax rate on 14 essential products related to this pandemic has been 
reduced to 5%. 
These essential products also include testing kits and hand sanitizer, which 
were earlier covered under 12-18% Gst Parameter. 

 Ambulance service will now attract 12% GST, earlier this rate was 28%. 
 The rate of GST on other covid drugs including Remdesivir has also been 

reduced from 12% to 5%. 
 5% GST on vaccines has been removed. 
 Equipment like oxygen cylinder, oximeter, thermometer, etc. as well as 

electric crematorium duty has been reduced to 5%. 
 Revenue Secretary Tarun Bajaj told that this rate of GST will be effective 

till 30 September, although it can also be increased if needed. 
 

 French Open 2021 
 

 Czech Republic’s Barbora Krejcikova defeated Russia’s Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova in the final of the French Open to win the women’s singles 
championship title. 

 Earlier in the year 2018, Krejcikova won the women’s doubles title at the 
French Open with her colleague Katarina Siniakova. 
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 Tennis competitions are organized in the French Open as men’s singles, 
women’s singles, men’s doubles, women’s doubles, and mixed doubles. 

 In this year’s event, the men’s doubles title was won by the French pair of 
Nicolas Mahut and p.h.herbert while the mixed doubles pair of Mi de 
Kravijak and Joe Salisbury won. 

 The men’s singles and women’s doubles finals in this game will be played 
today. 
The French Open is also known as France’s International Championships of 
Tennis. 

 The first French national championship was held in 1891 as a men’s 
interclub competition. 

 In 1897, women’s singles matches were added to the competition. 
 In 1925 the competition was opened to non-French participants. 
 From the year 1928, this competition was organized at the Roland-Garros 

Stadium in France, due to which this competition is also known as Roland 
Garros. 

 For the tennis game, four major competitions are organized on International 
Star. 

 This includes the French Open, US Open, Australian Open, and 
Wimbledon Championships. 
 

 Pakke Tiger Reserve 
 

 The Pakke tiger Reserve of Arunachal Pradesh remains a topic of 
discussion these days. 

 According to reports, more than 200 contingency personnel of the Tiger 
Reserve have gone on indefinite strike. 

 Due to not getting a monthly salary, they have gone on strike. According to 
the news, his monthly salary has not been given since December 2020. 

 Pakke Tiger Reserve is located in the East Kameng district of Arunachal 
Pradesh. 
Its area is situated in 862 square kilometers. 

 Many wild animals like leopard, wild dog, Himalayan black bear, and 
elephant are found in the Pakke Reserve. 
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 This reserve is adjacent to the Nameri Tiger Reserve of Assam. 
 This reserve is an important place for tiger conservation. 
 Along with this, there is also a place for a firm hornbill, here there are 4 

species of hornbill. 
 

 ISRAIEL | PM | Naftali Bennett 
 

 Naftali Bennett has been sworn in as the Prime Minister of Israel. 
 He got a majority in the Parliament, after which he has taken over his 

charge. 
 Israel’s parliament Knesset has 120 members, with 60 members voting in 

favor of Bennett and 59 members voting against. 
 They have partnered with centrist and leftist parties to end Benjamin’s 12-

year rule. 
 This time, the new government has elected members of new ideologies, 

including right-wing, left-wing, centrist, and a party representing the 
Arab community. 

 He will be the first prime minister of Israel to regularly wear a kippa worn 
by Jews. 

 He opposes the independence of Palestine and supports ghettoization in the 
occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem. 

 Benjamin, on the other hand, is facing charges of fraud, bribery. 
 Naftali was close to former Prime Minister Benjamin and was Defense 

Minister during his tenure. 
 

 Operation Olivia to protect Olive Ridley turtles 
 

 Coast Guard has launched Operation Olivia to protect Olive Ridley turtles in 
Odisha. 

 Operation Olivia was first launched by the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) in 
the early 1980s. 

 Olive Ridley turtles start nesting on the Odisha coast for breeding in the 
months of November to December. 

 Their collective nest is called arribada.  
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 This Operation helps every year to protect the Olive Ridley turtles. 
 Under this, the Coast Guard monitors 24 Horus from November to May 

through its Fast Patrol Vessel, Interceptor Craft, Air Cushion Vessel, and 
Dornier Aircraft. 

 These laws and operations are enforced by the Coast Guard which is 
empowered under the Odisha Marine Fisheries Act. 

 Olive Ridley tortoises are included in the ICUN Red List under the category 
of vulnerable. 
 

 Project o2 for India 
 

 The Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India 
has highlighted the “Project o2 for India” initiative. 

 The initiative has been taken to ensure the supply of critical raw materials 
like zeolites, the setting up of small oxygen plants, and the manufacturing of 
compressors. 

 The project is to enable stakeholders to work to enhance the country’s 
capacity to meet oxygen augmentation. 
 

 WGI | World Giving Index 
 

 Recently, the World Giving Index 2021 has been released. 
 India is now ranked 14th among the top 20 most liberal countries in the 

world. 
 The report noted that communities across the world have come together to 

help fellow citizens during the Covid 19 pandemic. 
 According to the report, people have “helped strangers” the most since 

2009. 
 More than half of the world’s adults, about 55% or 3 billion people, helped 

someone they didn’t know in 2020. 
 Most of the Western countries, which were usually in the top 10, are now 

very low in the ranking. 
 Rapid improvement in India’s scores between 2017 and 2019 has been 

observed across all age groups, both male and female. 
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 Twitter VS Government of India 
 

 The Parliamentary Committee on Information Technology has blocked 
Twitter on 18 June. 

 Twitter has been asked to appear before it by a committee headed by senior 
Congress leader Shashi Tharoor to discuss the controversy over the 
Information Technology Act 2021 

 The controversy started when, on February 4, 2021, the Ministry of 
Information Technology ordered Twitter to block 1178 accounts. 

 Twitter had refused to obey the orders, saying it was against the rules. 
 After this, it was introduced in a new form on February 2021 by making 

some amendments to the Information Technology Rules 2011. 
 Time was given till 25 May 2021 for strict implementation of other social 

media platforms including Twitter. After which almost all the companies 
have implemented these rules, but Twitter has not implemented them yet. 

 A representative of the Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology has also been asked to appear before the Parliamentary 
Committee for the talks to be held on June 18. 

 It is hoped that the meeting to be held on June 18 will put an end to the long-
standing dispute. 
 

 No More Malaria | IMD | ICMR 
 

 IMD and ICMR and Malaria No More NGO, India Interagency 
Expert (IEC) Committee on Malaria and Climate are collaborating to form 
IEC. 

 It aims to explore climate-based solutions to accelerate vector-borne disease 
eradication. 

 The Interagency Expert Committee will act as a highly effective forum for 
achieving this objective. 

 The NGO’s “Weather Based Forecasting Model” has been designed for 
planning, testing, and treating national malaria prevention campaigns, better 
positioning of medical products, and health workers.  
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 China Manned Mission In Space 
 

 China will launch the first manned spaceflight since 2016, with Shenzhou 
12 rockets. 

 This rocket will take off from the Gobi desert. 
 Shenzhou 12- means – Divine Vessel 
 It will be the third of the 11 missions required to complete China’s space 

station by 2022. 
 Four of these missions will be such, in which possibly 12 Chinese 

astronauts will be sent to space. 
 For the first time, China will send humans to space for about 5 years. 
 The launch is a gift for the 100th anniversary of the founding of the 

Communist Party. 
 China is also planning to land astronauts on the moon. 

 

 OPWC | INDIA 
 

 OPCW stands for – Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons. 

 This organization is the implementing body for the Chemical Weapons 
Convention. 

 The Chemical Weapons Convention came into force in 1997. The Chemical 
Weapons Convention is a universal, non-discriminatory, multi-party, 
disarmament treaty. 

 It is headquartered in The Hague, Netherlands. 
 India is a member country of this organization. 
 Its main objective is to prevent the emergence of chemical weapons, 

eliminate the development, production, storage, transfer, and use of chemical 
weapons, and ensure the elimination of existing chemical weapons stocks. 
 

 BIS Hallmarking Mandotary 
 

 The government is going to make hallmarking of gold jewelry mandatory 
from June 15, 2021. 
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 The government had earlier, in November 2019, announced that 
hallmarking of gold jewelry and artifacts would be made mandatory across 
the country from 15 January 2021. 

 In view of the Corona epidemic, this date has been extended. 
 According to the government, there has been a 25% increase in hallmarking 

centers in the last 5 years. At present, India has the capacity to hallmark 14 
crore animals. 

 A committee has been constituted under the chairmanship of the Director-
General, Bureau of Indian Standards Pramod Tiwari to ensure proper 
coordination. 

 Actually, gold hallmarking is the certification of the purity of the metal. 
 Whereas in India at present hallmarking of gold is voluntary and not 

required. 
This move of the government is aimed at ensuring that the consumer of gold 
is not cheated by the seller. 

 According to the new rule, if jewelry or artwork made of 14,18 or 22 current 
gold is sold without the BIS hallmark, then Johri can be fined five times the 
value of the object or jailed for up to one year. 

 It will now be mandatory for all jewelers to put hallmarks on gold jewelry. 
 

 RCN – UDAN 
 

 A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed between the 
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways and the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation, Government of India. 

 This agreement has been done for the development of sea airlines in India. 
 Under this agreement, seaplane services will be developed under the RCN 

UDAN initiative of the Ministry of Civil Aviation. 
 It envisages the development of non-scheduled operations of seaplane 

services within the territorial jurisdictions of India. 
 Ministry of Civil Aviation in accordance with the agreement; A coordination 

committee will be formed with officials from the Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping, and Waterways and the Ministry of Tourism. 
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 Its purpose is to start the normal operation of sea airlines at different places. 
The Ministry of Waterways will identify and develop the waterfront 
infrastructure of aircraft.  
 

 BCG report | Financial wealth in India 
 

 Financial wealth in India has grown by 11% to US$3.4 trillion in 2020. 
 The BCG report states that the 11% growth in financial assets was 

equivalent to a compound annual growth rate over five years to 2020. 
 Financial property is defined as total assets excluding actual assets and 

liabilities held by adults. 
 The report expressed concerns about disproportionate income 

inequality and its growing condition due to the pandemic. 
 The report says that financial assets will expand rapidly in the next few 

years. 
 In India, the percentage of the person with a wealth of more than US$ 100 

million is expected to increase by 2025. 
 The report says that in the next 5 years this number will almost double to 

1400. 
 The cross-border wealth of Indians increased to US$ 194 billion in 2020, 

which is 5.7% of the financial wealth.  
 

 Customized Crash Course Program 
 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi is going to launch a customized crash 
course program for Covid 19 frontline workers. 

 The Government of India had already announced that it will train more 
than 1 lakh Covid Front Link workers. 

 This program is going to start from 111 training centers spread across 26 
states. 

 Covid warriors will be trained in 6 customized jobs like Home Care 
Support, Basic Care Support, Advanced Care Support, Emergency Care 
Support, Sample Collection Support, and Medical Equipment Support. 

 The total financial outlay for this program has been fixed at Rs 276 crore. 
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 The objective of starting this program is to increase the number of skilled 
non-medical health workers. 

 With this, the present and future needs of the people in the health sector can 
be met. 

 The main objective of the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana is to 
promote the Skill India Mission. 
 

 NHAI | Drone Recording 
 

 The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has mandated the use 
of drones for recording the development, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of all national highways. 

 This is being done to increase transparency, uniformity in National 
Highway projects. 
The drone video recording will be done in the presence of the team leader of 
the contractors and the Supervising Consultant. 

 It will upload the current and previous month’s comparative project videos 
on NHAI’s portal “Data Lake”.It will capture the development and progress 
related to various projects during the month. 

 The Supervising Consultant will analyze these videos and comment on the 
digital monthly progress report covering various aspects of project 
development. 

 These videos will also be used by the NHAI officials to check the 
discrepancies and rectifications of the project. 

 NHAI will also conduct monthly drone surveys in all the developed projects 
where NHAI is responsible for operation and maintenance. 

 The National Highways Authority of India comes under the Ministry of 
Road Transport and Highways. 
 

 ESA EnVision Mission 
 

 After NASA, now the European Space Agency has also announced to send a 
mission to Venus. 

 This mission has been named Envision. 
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 The reins of this mission are in the hands of ESA, but NASA will also 
cooperate in this. 

 It is expected to be launched in the early years of the 2030s. 
 Arien – 6 rockets will be used in this mission. 
 This is an orbiter mission. 
 It will take about 15 months for the spacecraft to reach the planet Venus and 

another 16 months to achieve orbit. 
 The objective of this mission – 
 Studying Venus’s Atmosphere and Surface. 
 Monitoring of trace gases in the atmosphere such as carbon dioxide, water 

vapor, ozone, methane, etc. 
 To study all this, the spacecraft will carry many instruments, including radar 

provided by NASA. 
 Apart from all this, ISRO has also made a plan to send a mission to 

Venus. 
The name of this mission is Shukrayaan. This is an orbiter mission. This 
is India’s first mission. It is expected to be launched in 2024 or 2026. 
 

 Tulu Language 
 

 Recently many organizations have started a Twitter campaign regarding 
the Tulu language. In which many organizations actively participated. 

 In this campaign, people demanded that the Tulu language be included in the 
8th Schedule of the Constitution and to give it the status of official 
language in Kerala and Karnataka. 

 Millions of people supported this campaign. 
 So far, 22 languages are included in the 8th list in the constitution, and it is 

a Dravidian language. 
 This language is mainly spoken in Dakshina Kannada and Udupi in 

Karnataka and Kasaragod district of Kerala. 
 According to the 2011 census, the Tulu language is spoken by about 18.5 

lakh people in India. 
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 World Desert and Drought Day 
 

 Every year 17 June is celebrated as World Desert and Drought Day. The 
day, focused on transforming degraded lands into healthy lands, aims to 
raise awareness about the international effort to tackle desert challenges. 

 This time the theme of the day is Restoration, Land, and Recovery: We 
Build Back Better with Healthy Land. 

 On this occasion, UNCCD Executive Secretary Ibrahim Thiago said that the 
restoration of land can also contribute greatly to the economic recovery from 
covid 19. 

 The process of the soil becoming infertile is called desertification. In 
this, the land turns into desert, which leads to reduction and degradation of 
its production capacity. 

 It is noteworthy that before 2020, this day was known as World Day to 
Combat Desertification and Drought.  

 India is working towards restoring 26 million hectares of degraded land 
by 2030 and helping fellow developing countries develop land restoration 
strategies. 
 

 Satya Nadela | Microsoft 
 

 Microsoft Corporation has named Chief Executive Officer Satya Nadella as 
its new chairman. 

 Satya Nadella was appointed CEO of  Microsoft in 2014.  
  Satya Nadella has been instrumental in growing Microsoft’s business, 

including billion-dollar acquisitions such as LinkedIn and Zenimax. 
 Prior to this, John Thompson was the chairman of Microsoft, he took over 

from Bill Gates. 
 Microsoft Corporation is the lead developer of personal computer software 

systems and applications. 
 Its corporate headquarters are in the Washington United States. 

 

 Green Fungus 
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 The first case of green fungus infection has been reported in India. 
 Actually, a green fungus infection has been detected in a 34-year-old man 

who has recovered from covid 19 infection in Indore, Madhya Pradesh. 
 It is worth noting that this is the fourth fungus found in India so far after 

white, child, and yellow fungus. 
 Aspergillosis, commonly known as green fungus, is a fungal infection 

caused by aspergillosis. 
 Aspergillosis is a common fungus that is commonly found both indoors and 

outdoors and can ingest aspergillosis spores in most healthy people. 
 Those with a weakened immune system or lung disease are at higher risk of 

being affected.  
 Its symptoms include cough, fever, difficulty in breathing, headache, etc. 

 

 Aadi Training Portal | Arjun Munda 
 

 Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda has launched Aadi Training Portal. 
 The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has developed this portal in collaboration 

with the United Nations Development Programme. 
 Its objective is to provide comprehensive information on the training 

program being conducted across the country. 
 Aadi Training Portal is an initiative for tribals to reach remote areas using 

training information technology. 
 Shri Munda has emphasized creating awareness among the tribal 

communities about their rights and entitlements. 
 

 Google Pay | Tokenization 
 

 Google Pay has announced to expand its card tokenization features in 
collaboration with a few more new banks.  

 Card tokenization is a feature that allows users to make debit/credit card 
payments via a secure digital token that is attached to their phone. 

 There is no need to physically share credit or debit card details for this. 
Currently, this facility can be availed at around 2.5 million VISA merchant 
locations. 
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 It will help over 1.5 million Bharat QR enabled merchants to scan and 
make payments 
 

 Kurvai farming | Tamil Nadu 
 

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.KStalin has announced a scheme to 
facilitate Kurvai farming. 

 This scheme aims to provide subsidies related to equipment, etc., to the 
farmer involved in Kurvai farming in the Cauvery delta region. 

 For this, instructions have been given to the Agriculture Department to 
ensure an adequate supply of paddy seeds, artificial and biofertilizers, and 
other equipment, etc.  

 More than 2.07 lakh farmers of the region are expected to benefit from this 
scheme to be launched at a cost of Rs.61.09 crore. 
 

 Silver Line Project 
 

 Recently, the Kerala cabinet has given a green signal to start the Silver 
Line project acquisition. 

 This is one of the major infrastructure projects being pursued by the ruling 
government.  

 Silver Line Project a Semi High-Speed Railway. 
 It thrusts the northern end of the state “Kasaragod” from Trivandrum, the 

southern end of the state 
 The aim is to reduce the travel time between the northern and southern ends 

of the state. 
 The length of this railway corridor is 529.45 km. 
 It will pass through 11 districts and will have 11 railway stations. 
 When this project is ready, it will take more than 4 hours to cover the 

distance between the southern and northern ends of the state at a speed of 
200 km per hour. 

 It is being implemented by Kerala Rail Development Corporation Limited. 
 Kerala Rail Development Corporation Limited is also known as K-Rail. 
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 K-Rail is a joint venture between the Government of Kerala and the Ministry 
of Railways. 
 

 Sustainable Gastronomy Day | 18 June 
 

 Sustainable Gastronomy Day is celebrated every year on 18 June. 
 Gastronomy is also known as “the art of food”. 
 This word can also refer to the style of cooking for a particular region. 
 In other words, gastronomy often refers to local food and cuisine. 
 Here the idea of sustainable gastronomy is that we do activities like 

agriculture, fishing, or food preparation in such a way that the waste of 
environmental resources is minimized and they can continue to be used in 
the future without harming our environment and health.   

 This topic is related to UN’s Sustainable Development Goal 2 i.e. Zero 
Hunger, 3 i.e. Good Health and Wellbeing, and Responsible 
Consumption and Production. 
 

 Juneteenth National Independence Day 19 June 
 

 American President Joe Biden has signed the Juneteenth National 
Independence Day bill.   

 It has now become law after the signature of President Joe Biden. 
 It is a national holiday recognized by the federal government 

to commemorate the end of slavery after the US Civil War. 
 After being unanimously approved by the Senate, the US Representatives all 

endorsed the legislation 415–14. 
 It is the first new federal holiday since the founding of Martin King in 1983. 
 On 19 June 1865, two months after the end of the Civil War, Major General 

Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston on behalf of the Conquest and issued 
orders to free the slaves in America. 

 Juneteenth is a combination of June and nineteenth which is celebrated 
every year on 19 June. 
 

 World Competitives Index2021 | IMD 
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 An annual World Competitiveness Index 2021 has been released by 
the Institute for Management Development. 

 India has secured 43rd rank in this index.  
 It examines the impact of Covid-19 on the worldwide economy this year. 
 Switzerland has secured first place in the list of 6 countries. 
 Sweden is in second place, Denmark in third place while the Netherlands has 

retained its fourth position. 
 Singapore has come to the fifth position in this list, which was at the first 

place in this list last year. 
 UAE and US remain in 9th and 10th ranks like last year. 

The top-performing Asia economy is Singapore 5th, Hong Kong 7th, 
Taiwan 8th, and China 16th. 
IMD said that India has maintained its position almost the same for the last 
three years but this year there has been a significant improvement in the 
efficiency of the government. 
 

 NIXI | National Internet Exchange of India 
 

  National Internet Exchange of India celebrated its 18th Foundation Day. 
 NIXI has been contributing to the Indian Internet connectivity ecosystem for 

over 18 years. 
 NIXI is the first Internet Exchange in the country to facilitate effective and 

efficient routing, pairing, transit, and exchange of Internet traffic within 
India. 

 Nixie is a non-profit organization. 
 NIXI has been working since 2003 to provide citizens of India access to the 

basic infrastructure of the Internet through the following activities. 
 Internet exchange is the exchange of Internet connectivity between Internet 

service providers, data centers, and content delivery networks. 
 .in Registry, .in Country Code Domain and Registration, Management 

and Operation of India IDN Domains 
 The Indian Registry for Internet Names and Numbers manages and operates 

the Internet Protocol. 
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 Vaccine Passport | Japan 
 

 Japan is soon going to make available a vaccine passport for Japanese 
travelers. 

 For this, Japan has asked to allow municipalities to issue vaccine passports. 
 This certificate will be paper-based instead of digital. 
 Vaccine certificates will be issued by paper first for early release. 
 However, later the issue of the digital format will also be considered. 
 To restart the effort and attract tourists, the European Union is working 

on a digital vaccine passport.  
 A vaccine passport, also known as an immunity passport or immunity 

certificate, is a type of document. 
 This certificate certifies whether the person taking it is immune from any 

contagious diseases. 
 This is different from a vaccination card or vaccination proof receptacle 

verified by a clinic’s medical records. 
 The main reason for issuing this is that with this tourism and business 

trips can be resumed abroad. 
 

 Iran | Ibharim Reisi 
 

 Iran’s hardliner and judiciary chief Ibharim Reisi  has won the 
presidential election by defeating his nearest rival Mohsin Rezai by a 
huge margin. 

 He has been accepted as the 8th President of Iran in view of the figures of 
the other three presidential candidates admitting defeat even before the 
counting of votes is completed.  

 He will replace outgoing President Hassan Rouhani, considered liberal. 
 By the time 90% votes were counted, Raisi had secured 17.8 million votes 

out of a total of 28.6 million votes. 
 The only Liberal candidate for the presidential election and the head of the 

Central Bank, Abdolnasar Hemmati, finished 3rd with 2.4 million votes. 
 With the appointment of Raisi as president, it will now be easier for radicals 

to access Iran’s administrative powers as well as all state weapons.  
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 Ibharim Raisi is also being considered as a contender for the highest post of 
Supreme Leader of Iran. 
 

 UN Secretary-General |  Antonio Guterres 
 

 Antonio Guterres has been re-elected as UN Secretary-General for a 
second consecutive five-year term. 

 His current term ends on 31 December 2021.  
 In this context, the President of the 75th session of the United Nations 

General Assembly, Valken Bozkier, announced yesterday. 
 Bozkier then administered the oath of office to the 72-year-old Guterres. 

His new term will be from 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2026. 
 Earlier on June 8, at a 15-member council meeting, Guterres’ name was 

proposed unanimously for the post of Secretary-General. 
 India welcomed the adoption of this resolution, supporting his candidacy for 

a second term.  
 Guterres was the former Prime Minister of Portugal. 

 

 ICMED 13485 
 

 Recently the Indian Certification of Medical Devices Plus scheme has 
been launched. 

 It has been launched by the Quality Council of India and the Association of 
Indian Manufacturers of Medical Devices.  

 The ICMED scheme was launched in 2016 for the certification of medical 
devices. 

 The current ICMED 13485 Plus scheme has been launched digitally. 
 The scheme will verify the quality, safety, and effectiveness of medical 

devices. 
 This scheme will be an end-to-end quality assurance scheme for the 

medical equipment sector in India. 
 

 IND-EU | Naval Exercise 
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 A joint naval exercise between the Indian Navy and the European 
Union Naval Force has been started. 

 A total of five warships of four navies have participated in this exercise 
being held on 18 and 19 June 2021. 

 The battleships include the Italian navy ship its Carabiner, the Spanish 
navy ship ESPS.  

 Navarro and two French navy ships FS Tonnerre and FS Sorkurf. 
 Ship Trikand has participated from the Indian Navy in this. 
 The purpose of the two-day drill is to improve mutual operational 

capabilities and promote peace, security, and stability in critical waterways. 
 This joint naval drill has been named IN-EUNAVFOR. 
 This naval exercise will be conducted in the Gulf of Aden. 

 

 Milkha Singh | The Flying Sikh 
 

 Milkha Singh, popularly known as the Flying Sikh, passed away after a 
long battle with Covid-19. He was 91 years old. 

 Let us tell you that his wife Nirmal Kaur also died in Corona, Nirmal Kaur 
was the former volleyball captain of India. 

 Milkha Singh also served in the Indian Army and is called the first sports 
superstar of independent India.  

 Milkha Singh won a gold medal in the 400m event at the 1958 Asian 
Games in Tokyo. 
Apart from this, gold is also one of his special achievements in the Historical 
400 meter round competition in the then British Empire and Commonwealth 
Games held in Cardiff, the UK in 1958. 

 He has also been a four-time gold medalist in the Asian Games. 
 He also represented India in the 1956 and 1964 Olympics. 
 Although he did not win a medal in the 1960 Rome Olympic Games, his 

sprinting in the 400m race was a national record for 38 years, which was 
broken by Paramjit Singh in 1998. 

 He was awarded the Padma Shri in 1959. 
 He is counted among the best players in Asia. 
 The 2013 book The Race of My Life is an autobiography of Milkha Singh. 
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 The famous film Bhaag Milkha Bhaag starring Farhan Akhtar is also 
based on his life. 

 


